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(1) Could reasonably be expected to
interfere with enforcement pro-
ceedings,

(2) Would deprive a person of a right
to a fair trial or an impartial adjudica-
tion,

(3) Could reasonably be expected to
constitute an unwarranted invasion of
personal privacy,

(4) Could reasonably be expected to
disclose the identity of a confidential
source, including a state, local, or for-
eign agency or authority or any pri-
vate institution which furnished infor-
mation on a confidential basis, and, in
the case of a record or information
compiled by a criminal law enforce-
ment authority in the course of a
criminal investigation, or by an agency
conducting a lawful national security
intelligence investigation, information
furnished by a confidential source,

(5) Would disclose techniques and
procedures for law enforcement inves-
tigations or prosecutions, or would dis-
close guidelines for law enforcement
investigations or prosecutions if such
disclosure could reasonably be ex-
pected to risk circumvention of the
law, or

(6) Could reasonably be expected to
endanger the life or physical safety of
any individual;

(h) Geological and geophysical infor-
mation and data, including maps, con-
cerning wells.

[Order 488, 53 FR 1473, Jan. 20, 1988, as
amended by Order 597, 63 FR 5453, Feb. 3,
1998]

§ 388.108 Requests for Commission
records not available through the
Public Reference Room (FOIA re-
quests).

(a)(1) Except as provided in para-
graph (a)(2) of this section, a person
may request access to Commission
records, including records maintained
in electronic format, that are not
available through the Public Reference
Room, by using the following proce-
dures:

(i) The request must be in writing,
addressed to the Director, Office of Ex-
ternal Affairs, and clearly marked
‘‘Freedom of Information Act Re-
quest.’’

(ii) The request must include:

(A) A statement by the requester of a
willingness to pay a reasonable fee or
fees not to exceed a specific amount, or

(B) A request for waiver or reduction
or fees.

(iii) The request must identify the
fee category of the request, consistent
with the provisions of § 388.109(b) (1)
and (2).

(2) A request that fails to provide the
identification required in paragraph
(a)(1)(iii) of this section will not be
processed until the Director, Office of
External Affairs, can ascertain the re-
quester’s fee category.

(3) A request for records received by
the Commission not addressed and
marked as indicated in paragraph
(a)(1)(i) of this section will be so ad-
dressed and marked by Commission
personnel as soon as it is properly iden-
tified, and forwarded immediately to
the Director, Office of External Affairs.

(4) Requests made pursuant to this
section will be considered to be re-
ceived upon actual receipt by the Di-
rector, Office of External Affairs, un-
less otherwise indicated in paragraph
(a)(5) of this section.

(5) Except for the purpose of making
a determination regarding expedited
processing under paragraph (d)(3) of
this section, no request will be deemed
received while there is an unresolved
fee waiver issue under § 388.109(b)(6),
unless the requester has provided a
written statement agreeing to pay
some or all fees pending the outcome of
the waiver question.

(b)(1) Multitrack processing. Upon re-
ceipt of a request, the Director, Office
of External Affairs, will place the re-
quest in one of three tracks for proc-
essing:

(i) Track One—records that are read-
ily identifiable and were previously
cleared for release (including those
subject to multiple requests and placed
in the Public Reference Room);

(ii) Track Two—records that are
readily identifiable, and require lim-
ited review; and

(iii) Track Three—complex and/or vo-
luminous records requiring a signifi-
cant search and/or review.

(2) Each track specified in paragraph
(b)(1) of this section will be processed
on a first in, first out basis, where
practicable. A requester may modify a

VerDate 11<MAY>2000 09:13 May 15, 2000 Jkt 190053 PO 00000 Frm 00958 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\190053T.XXX pfrm08 PsN: 190053T



959

Federal Energy Regulatory Commission § 388.109

request to obtain processing on a faster
track.

(c)(1) Timing of response. Except as
provided in paragraphs (c)(4) and (d)(3)
of this section, within 20 working days
after receipt of the request for agency
records, the Director, Office of Exter-
nal Affairs, will comply with the re-
quest or deny the request in whole or
in part, and will notify the requester of
the determination, of the reasons for a
decision to withhold any part of a re-
quested document, and of the right of
the requester to appeal any adverse de-
termination in writing to the General
Counsel or General Counsel’s designee.

(2) The Director, Office of External
Affairs, will attempt to provide records
in the form or format requested, where
feasible, but will not provide more than
one copy of any record to a requester.

(3) Any determination by the Direc-
tor, Office of External Affairs, to with-
hold information will, where feasible,
indicate the approximate volume of in-
formation withheld, and will indicate,
for partially-released materials, where
redactions have been made, unless to
do so would harm an interest protected
by a FOIA exemption.

(4) The time limit for the initial de-
termination required by paragraph
(c)(1) of this section may be extended
as set forth in § 388.110(b).

(d)(1) Expedited processing. A re-
quester may seek expedited processing
on the basis of a compelling need. Ex-
pedited processing will be granted if
the requester demonstrates that:

(i) Failure to obtain the records on
an expedited basis can reasonably be
expected to pose an imminent threat to
the life or physical safety of an indi-
vidual, or

(ii) In the case of a requester pri-
marily engaged in the dissemination of
information, there is an urgency to in-
form the public concerning Federal
Government activity.

(2) A request for expedited processing
under this section must be supported
with detailed credible documentation,
including a statement certified to be
true and correct to the requester’s best
knowledge and belief.

(3) The Director, Office of External
Affairs, will decide within 10 calendar
days of receipt of the request whether
it is eligible for expedited processing.

The Director will notify the requester
of the reasons for denial of expedited
processing and of the right of the re-
quester to appeal to the General Coun-
sel or General Counsel’s designee.

(e) The procedure for appeal of denial
of a request for Commission records, or
denial of a request for expedited proc-
essing, is set forth in § 388.110.

[Order 488, 53 FR 1473, Jan. 20, 1988, as
amended by Order 562, 58 FR 62521, Nov. 29,
1993; Order 597, 63 FR 5453, Feb. 3, 1998]

§ 388.109 Fees for record requests.

(a) Fees for records available through
the Public Reference Room—(1) General
rule. The fee for finding and duplicating
records available in the Commission’s
Public Reference Room will vary de-
pending on the size and complexity of
the request. A schedule of fees for such
services is prescribed annually. A per-
son can obtain a copy of the schedule
of fees in person or by mail from the
Public Reference Room. Copies of docu-
ments also may be made on self-service
duplicating machines located in the
Public Reference Room. In addition,
copies of data extracted from the Com-
mission’s files through electronic
media are available on a reimbursable
basis, upon written request to the Pub-
lic Reference Room.

(2) Stenographic reports of Commis-
sion hearings are made by a private
contractor. Interested persons may ob-
tain copies of public hearing tran-
scripts from the contractor at prices
set in the contract, or through the
search and duplication service noted
above. Copies of the contract are avail-
able for public inspection in the Public
Reference Room.

(3) Copies of transcripts, electronic
recordings, or minutes of Commission
meetings closed to public observation
containing material nonexempt pursu-
ant to § 375.206(f) of this chapter are
also available at the actual cost of du-
plication or transcription.

(4) The public may purchase hard
copies of certain documents from the
Commission’s Records Information
Management System (RIMS). The fee
is 15 cents per page. There will be no
charge for requests consisting of 10 or
fewer pages.
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